whaf·s
happening

Maine Medical Center
Portland, Maine 04102

Vol. 11, No. 19

December 5, 1979

Dr. Britton credits
smoke detectors
An increasing number of smoke
detectors in use in private homes is
"probably one of the biggest" reasons
for the drop in serious burn cases
throughout Maine, according to Richard
C. Britton, M.D., Chief of Surgery at
Maine Medical Center.

INVALUABLE VOLUNTEERS - MMC is fortunate in its number and caliber of
capable, dedicated volunteers. Some 420 of them provided an incredible 50,000 hours of
service this past year alone. Who are they, and where are they working? WHA
HAPPENING will try in coming issuesto point out the many areas in which volunteer
help sustains us all. Pictured here is Clarissa Deering of Saco. An MMC volunteer for just
one year, Mrs. Deering works as a receptionist in SCU every Thursday morning. She
provides a calming presence at the desk, screening visitors to enforce the family-only
rule. Mrs. Deering also directs messagesinto SCU and makes it a point to let families of
patients know that she is there to help them in any way possible. Mrs. Deering completed
a very precise training program before assuming her responsible post. Volunteer Services
now staffs SCU reception with shifts totalling three full days a week and is aiming toward

rs

a full five days.

Smoking forecast: cloudy but clearing
The Smoking Policy and Education Committee, in its pursuit of a "hospital-wide
program to enforce smoking bans in all but unauthorized areas," has moved from the
fact·finding stage into the more difficult area of drafting an actual policy.
The committee is extremely sensitive to the concerns of all who will be affected,
smokers and non-smokers alike. Aware that just awaiting the policy decision can prove
stressful for some, they caution that a final, fair and enforceable policy will not materialize
overnight. An early 1980 target date does appear possible at this point.
Last week the President's Group voted its support of the committee's efforts at a
working policy draft. In the next three weeks come presentations to the Executive
Committee, the Medical Staff and the Board of Trustees.

Dr. Britton, who servesas chairman of
a state advisory committee on burn care,
addressed burn officers from Maine
hospitals attending the annual burn care
seminar held in Bangor in November.
The use of smoke detectors plus the
enactment of wood stove inspection
ordinances seem to be factors causing a
decrease in the number of badly burned
persons admitted to Maine hospitals, he
said, noting that there are about 400
serious burn casesa year in Maine.
Also helping to reduce burn injuries
are the inspections of wood-heating
systems by many fire departments.
To further reduce the number of
burn injuries, Dr. Britton said he would
like to see the state require that fire
insurance carriers reduce the premium
costs to persons who put smoke detectors
in their homes.
Maine's burn treatment system, which
includes personnel trained in emergency
burn care at 45 Maine hospitals and four
special care units, is in place and working
effectively, Dr. Britton said.
He predicted no further developments
in the state's burn treatment system until
a national study is completed and its
recommendations issued. That study is
looking at the "incidents of burns, costeffectiveness of treatment and quality
of care" in various regions in the country.

Anyone for ...
Eggs Benedict?

Party hosts are
planning gala

The new restaurant-style
patient menu
introduced
in early November is "firmly
in place and working well" according to
Food Services Department
assistant
director Bob Underwood.
Implementing
the new concept
in
patient menuing, with MMC patients
being offered a wider selection of foods
at every meal, has however, caused a
change in the Cafeteria menu. "The key
element in that change,"
Underwood
says, "is that the Cafeteria menu is no
longer connected
to the patient menu
with the exception
that the patients'
"Chef Special" and "Vegetarian
Special"
are also available in the Cafeteria."
As anticipated,
customer reaction has
been mixed, ranging from positive to
negative - but Food Services has step
two ready to go and is already working
to tailor the Cafeteria menu to customers'

Plans for the traditional
Holiday
Reception are shaping up nicely - and
then some. Committee
members are
excited about the new features planned
for this year's party, but are being careful not to spoil the surprises. Mark your
calendar-Tuesday,
December
18, in
two sessions, from 6:30 to 8:30 a.m.
or from 2 to 10 p.m. - and watch
WHAT'S HAPPEN ING for further details.
Artists planning to enter the Cafeteria
window decorating
competition
should
not wait much longer, however'. There
are only 18 windows available and
decorating must be done on December 17
between 6 and 9 p.m. Remember, it's one
to a department,
so departments
whose
people want to compete must reserve a
window soon. Call Elaine at 2203.

tastes.

Close that door!

In a questionnaire
to customers,
Bob
Underwood
is asking that Cafeteria
regulars suggest what they would like to
see offered as standard fare - and what
they would consider a reasonable price!
It is a courageous
questionnaire,
Underwood knows, with tastes probably
running from cordon bleu to peanut
butter and jelly. But it's a sincere effort
to satisfy the appetites of all.
Many customers have responded to the
questionnaire
which is available in the
Cafeteria. The Food Services staff are
beginning to study early suggestions, but
it's too soon to declare any gourmet
favorites. Watch the Cafeteria menu for
the winning entree.

Society soloists

The Fire Marshall found fault during a
recent review of the Maine Medical
Center. He noted that several stairway
doors had been propped open. All stairway doors must be kept closed at all
times. They are never to be left wedged
open.
Associate Vice President Edward J.
McGeachey has issued this alert, and
asks that any employee noting a wedged
door remove the wedge-or
any impediment-and
close the door. "This is for the
safety of every patient and every person
who works at MMC," he says, "and
everyone's
cooperation
is essential."

E .A.C. rem inder

soloist is Judy Bohrmann, P6 Head Nurse.
Alto soloist is Mary Batsakis, wife of
John Batsakis, M.D., Chief of Pathology
and Laboratory
Medicine. The program
features
Bach's "Magnificat"
and a
program of Christmas music. Performance
time is 8:15 p.rn. Ticket information:

When we finish counting shopping
days 'til Christmas, we can begin wondering how many pay days until Income
Tax Time. It's never too late to plan
effectively, and it's still not too late to
sign up for the tax planning seminar
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 6. There
are a few places left but space is limited;
call Cheryl Libby at ext. 2964/2965
to
register. The program will be in the
Cafeteria Conference
rooms, starting at

856-6911.

7:30 p.rn.

Two members of the MMC family
will be featured when The Choral Art
Society performs
Saturday,
December
8, at St. Luke's Cathedral.
Soprano

Final call for
the Boston bus
Good news for those who were disappointed to hear that the employees'
Christmas Shopping trip to Boston had
sold out: There are some last-minute
seats available for the Saturday, Dec. 8,
bus trip.
Tre
MMC Employee
Activities
Committee
is sponsoring the shopping
spree, and chairman Arthur Stevenson
asks that reservations be made promptly.
The round trip costs $11 per person.
That leaves a lot of holiday dollars to
spend on stocking stuffers. There will
be plenty of time for shopping and lunching; the buses will leave Bramhall at
8 a.m. and will leave Boston at 6 p.m.
Contact Kay Pellecchia in Security
for reservations
and further
details.

Special seminar open
to employees, public
The Maine Medical Center's Deferred
Giving Committee is sponsoring a special
seminar,
"The Elements
of Estate
Planning," which is open to the public
without fee. Director of Development
Peter C. Barnard is pleased to invite MMC
employees
to attend
the day-long
program on Saturday,
Dec. 8, in the
NDF Classrooms 3 and 4.
Sessions begin at 10 a.m. and include
"Mechanics of Wills and Trusts," "Basic
Principles of Taxation,"
Case studies with
Discussion, and a Question and Answer
Period. There will be an informal sandwich luncheon at noon, with the seminar
adjourning at 2 p.m.
Faculty for the seminar are: Merton
G. Henry, Esq., of Jensen Baird Gardner
& Henry; John R. Carroll, Esq., of
Drummond
Woodsum
Plimpton
&
MacMahon, P.A.; Edwin A. Heisler, Esq.,
of Richardson
Tyler and Troubh; and
Keith V. Wilson, Esq., Executive Vice
President, Maine National Bank. All are
members of the Deferred Giving Committee.
As space is limited, reservations will be
accepted on a first-come,
first-served
basis, and the deadline for registration
is
Thursday, Dec. 6. Call the Development
Office at 2669.

EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARD COFFEE

AWARD WINNERS - The Service Award pin is a symbol, MMC's way of recognizing
employees for years of loyalty and dedication. Some 215 people received pins for five
through 30 years of service at the November Award Coffee last week. It was a special
event for special people and their friends who came to offer congratulations. Pictured
here (clockwise from upper left) are: Marilyn Narbis, 5 years, with Mary Duffy, RT, and
Dr. John Gibbons, Radiology; Joan Rodgers, 10 years, with Eleanor Gee and Robert
Underwood, Dietary; Dr. Edward C. Andrews, Jr. presents 25-year pin to Helen Farnsworth, Emergency; Miriam Nelson, RN, pours for Margaret O'Leary, Hematology Lab,
30 years; Betty McDonough, RN, receives 25-year pin; Jean Sanborn, Maternity, with
Anna Dennison, Housekeeping; Allan Williams, 10 years, with Grace Cole, Parking;
es Flaherty, RN, Associate Vice President for Nursing, 10 years. (AjV Phutos)
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WHAT'S HAPPENING is published every
Wednesday at Maine Medical Center, Portland,
Maine for members of the Hospital community
and for friends of the institution throughout
Maine and northern New England. Comments,
questions and suggestions may be addressed to
the Editor, Public Relations Dept., MMC,
Portland, Me., 04102.
Contributors to this issue:
Barbara Burns, Editor
Susan Hosmer, Public Relations
Ella Hudson, A/V Resources
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
Bonnie Scarpelli, A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
"Next time I take out a group policy
I'm looking at the small pr int !"

new
employees
ANESTHESIA
Joyce Klinedinst
CENTRAL SERVICES
Linwood Ashton
Jon Labrecque
CLINICAL MICROSCOPY
Pamela Ayers
DIETARY
Kenneth Emerson
Maria Jones
Catherine McCraw
Priscilla Noyes
Carol Pelletier
Patricia Winch
ENGINEERING
Clifford Collins
HOUSEKEEPING
Philip Giusti
LAB
Lisa Arntsen
Susan Nugent
OPERATING ROOM
Janice Doherty
Leslie Ingraham
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Frank Gentile
PULMONARY MEDICINE
John Dziodzio

Plan ahead
On your next trip to the grocery
store why not pick up a few food items
for the collection box in the Cafeteria?
The Employee Activities Committee will
be needing your donation soon for
distribution to deserving hospital families
before Christmas.

marketplace
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FOR SALE: Deluxe Singer drop arm Zig Zag,
Touch & Sew, like new. Asking $295. Call
8464504.
FOR SALE: American Airlines Super Saver
Coupon, Y2 price. Call 767·3526 eves.
FOR SALE: 17 cu. Westinghouse Freezer, 2
years old, ex. condo $250 or best offer. Call
Anna at 871·2336.

FOR RENT: Falmouth Foreside house. 10
mins. from MMC. 2 bdrms., 2 baths, family
room. Call 799·1902.

WANTED: Good, country home for loveable
2 year old purebred Springer Spaniel,
reasonably priced. Call 766·5044 eves.

FOR RENT: 5 Walker St., 2 room, bath and
shower, carpeted, all electric. $35/week plus
utils. One responsible adult, no pets. Call
772·9816 or 799·0070.

WANTED: A puppy for a very special
Christmas gift. Black cock-a-poo or peek-a-poo.
Call 774·2735.

FOR SALE: 13 ft. Lyman Lapstrap w/canvas
cover. 18 H.P. Evinrude motor, boat trailer,
extras. $500. Call Pam at 871·2504 or
6574612 after 6 p.m.
I'OR SALE: 1979 Honda Civic, 3,800 miles,
AM/I'M radio. rust proofed, great gas mileage.
$4,000. Call 767·2405.
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FOR SALE: Nearly new hockey goalie pads
and glove. Cooper. $120. Also, baby gerbils.
Call 773·8846.

WANTED: A ride from 7 Rocky Knoll Rd.,
Cape Elizabeth to MMC, 3 . 11 shift, will
pay for the gas. Please call 871·2891.
WANTED: To share rides from downtown
Westbrook, day shift. Call 854·9658.
WANTED: A ride from Yarmouth to MMC
Mon. and Thurs. at 3 or 3:30. Also need ride
back to Yarmouth around 5 p.m. Will share
expenses. Call 8464761 after 6 p.m,
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WANTED: Roommate to share house in
Westbrook. Call 854·9658 eves.

Maine

PERMIT NO. 35

HOUSEKEEPING: Will do any inside work.
Call Robyn at 799·2055.
FREE TO A GOOD HOME: Adorable Alaskan
Malamute-mix, 8 wk. old puppies, ice blue eye
short and long hair, have been wormed. Call
727·3846 after 6 p.m.

